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II Cor., xii., 13. 
For what is it, wherein ye were inferior to other Churches V 

IN entering upon the ninth year of a rectorship in 
this parish, I beg to offer yon, Brethren, the saluta- 
tions of Peace, Sympathy, and Love unfeigned. 
So rapid has been the course of time, so urgent the 
ordinary claims of professional duty, and so absorbing 
that grand procession of events which has passed 
before us, enlisting the heart of the Church, as well as 
the loyal and resistless energies of the nation, that I 
have never, hitherto, paused to turn back and review 
the years of my pastorate. The surging tide of un- 
certainties and griefs upon which we have been swept 
along seemed to discourage retrospect, and almost to 
forbid individual or limited concerns, as topics of 
discourse ; accordingly, I have forborne to press them. 
Thanks be to God, we may at length count upon "a 



happy issue out of all our afflictions." *The waves are 
subsiding, the clouds above us are parting, and the 
golden sunshine is pouring through. Blessed token ! 
May it flood the whole land after so dire an eclipse, 
filling all hearts, all homes, dispelling all pestilential 
fogs of alienation and bitterness, and driving away 
even the memories of unholy and unbrotherly discord. 
Although we, too, were unworthy and undeserving, 
yet God, by signal favor, hag helped us to vindicate 
the right. And now, as it appears to me, the hour has 
come, when, with better prospects,, and upon a higher 
plane, we are allowed, nay, bound to resume the 
consideration of many interests which have been held 
in abeyance — of many good purposes which have been 
checked, or dampened. In every direction, and 
through all departments of human activity, I look for 
fresh life and accelerated movement; and if the secular 
world is to feel the inspiration of a brighter day, so 
must religion and the Church of God. 

This, then, is an auspicious hour for a brief and rapid 
recital of matters which are associated no more with 
our history than with our prosperity as a parish, 
and may the Lord of the Temple be with us, as He 
was with our fathers, and lift upon us the light of His 
countenance. 

I proceed to observe : — First, That, while a term of 
eight years is an inconsiderable fraction of time, I 



*This discourse was delivered at the close of the late civil war. 
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address my discourse this morning to an assembly 
largely composed of such as were strangers to the 
earlier years of my ministry. Of that period, very 
many have removed, and some have fallen asleep. 
Upon my entering in among you, there were a few who 
had been connected with this Church from its founda- 
tion. There were others still, and younger, who being 
baptized and nurtured here, cherished this as their 
spiritual home. Some, of these yet remain as land- 
marks ; and it is with an unwearying eye that I 
traverse the holy place ,from Sunday to Sunday, and 
count the survivors of the early flock. Their faces are 
pleasant to me, even though altered somewhat in the 
transit and conflict of time ; and their continuance 
here is a surety that the ancient life of the parish is not 
quite extinct, although what is left is as the shaking of 
an olive-tree — two or three berries in the top of the 
uppermost bough — four or five in the outmost fruitful 
branches thereof. Of those who saw this house in its 
first glory, only one or two are left among us ; and 
their hold upon life is so feeble, that even while I 
speak, they seem to dissolve and vanish away. 

And yet this Church from the day of its consecration 
is but a little over forty years old. Its age does not 
measure one-half the term very often allotted to man ; 
and among the churches of Christendom, if we take a 
very large proportion of them, it is still in its infancy. 
For, in some parts of the world, the same structure very 



often stands for ages, and grows hoary and venerable, 
without losing in the least its original adaptability to 
the circumstances of the people. What met the con- 
venience, and answered every holy purpose of the 
forefathers, remains unchanged, and is equally well 
equipped in the midst of children and children's 
children ; and becomes encrusted not only with the 
mould and the moss-work of retreating centuries, but 
with traditions and sanctified memories, which inten- 
sify to the soul all that time has hallowed to the sight. 
Those of you who are acquainted with European 
churches, especially with those of England, will readily 
understand me ; for you surely have been impressed 
with the inherent majesty of such old time structures; 
still beautiful, still complete, still sufficient, and even 
more inviting than at the first, through the subtle con- 
secration which age has added to religion. There they 
stand — rooted in peaceful neighborhoods — around them 
the dust of the founders and old families overlaid 
again and again with the dust of descendants, while 
the chimes are still sounding from the tower, and living 
worshipers are still thronging the porch. 

Beloved friends, there is something very moving in 
all this, and elevating withal. Such a church is not a 
building only, but a record and book of remembrance. 
Yes ! a connecting link between the past and the 
present — holding long and faithful correspondence 
with the Church universal, with, the State in all its 
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vicissitudes, with stupendous changes and events, 
with kings and ecclesiastics, long since dead and 
passed away. 

The same feeling of reverence is awakened in those 
churches, which being endowed and supplied with the 
means and apparatus of a perpetual worship, still hold 
their ancient seats in the most crowded portions of the 
English metropolis. And although the mother Church 
of this island and Diocese is scarcely beyond her 
youth, when compared with many a corporation over 
the sea, yet, her annals are so respectable, and her 
courts and chapels are so independent of fluctuation 
or progress, that we look upon them as monuments of 
the past and speak of them as venerable. 

But the Church in which we a,re gathered to-day, 
has not even the shadow of antiquity to boast of. It 
is not as old as the pastor, or as "many a hearer, who 
still counts upon long life and good days ; and yet, 
all the tokens of age and decrepitude are upon it. 

Proceeding to a Second, and inevitable inquiry, as 
to cause, I beg your indulgence for a little space, 
while I run back to the organization of this parish. 
It was effected in 1823. At that time, as some present 
may remember, this spot and surrounding region was 
a rural suburb of the city below. Large open fields 
stretched off yonder to the south-west. Old country 
seats still held their place, Old mile-stones were still 



in requisition along what was then a turnpike, un- 
paved, and lined with modest footpaths. Brooks and 
running streams diversified the landscape. Groves of 
patriarohial trees were within sight. Gardens under 
tillage, and pastures enclosed with rails, and flocks 
and herds — yes ! and hill and valley and bog were 
discernible [in almost every direction, especially to the 
north-east ; and although the city was crowding up, 
and encroaching here and there, still the rural aspect 
was altogether predominant at this very point ; and 
when the corner-stone of this Church was laid, people 
wondered ; and while its walls were going up, they 
made excursions to visit the most notable specimen of 
Gothic architecture ever attempted upon this island : 
and it was then said by many who are even now not 
much past meridian, "Here is a Church, but it is 
as useless as Melrose Abbey ; for who are to fill it ? 
Where is the congregation V ' 

It was short-sighted juvenile prattle. The site, for 
those days, was admirably selected. The men who 
had the matter in charge, and who gave direction and 
impulse to the whole work, were .wise men. They 
were men of forecast, and knew what they were about; 
and since that day, their names have been inwoven 
into the closest texture of our social, civil and judicial 
renown. Who were they ? Who were the men of 
1823, whose vision reached beyond the Battery, and 
beyond the City Hall, and pierced even to a spot not 
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very far from the potter's field, then, the ultima tliule 
of municipal interest and control. Their names have 
eternal record in the first vestry of this parish. With 
the meek and gentle Duffle at their head, as pastor, 
let me mention Isaac Lawrence, David Hadden, John 
Duer, Richard Oakley, Charles King, Murray Hoff- 
man, William B. Astor. Such men erected this edi- 
fice. The enterprise was in advance of the city 
and the popular faith. They were content to "go up 
and build," and the result was the complete vindica- 
tion of their sagacity. The city grew. It speedily 
overspread all grounds and landmarks. St. Thomas' 
itself, was a magnet of attraction. Within a period 
shorter than the present rectorship, this region was 
filled up. Every trace of suburban and pastoral beauty 
vanished. Street pressed upon street ; block upon 
block ; and before this Church had passed its infancy, 
it was at the head of an advancing population, and, 
facile princeps, the Church of our communion most 
likely to enfold the best families of the metropolis. 
Within my own recollection, as a student of Divinity 
at Chelsea, this immediate vicinity was the acknow- 
ledged centre of opulence and elegance, and marked 
social cultivation. The structure itself was imposing 
for those days ; the adjacent rectory was all that a 
pastor could desire, both in itself and its surroundings, 
while the churchyard retained something of that 
peaceful and sequestered aspect, which befits the 



resting-place of the dead. Thus highly favored as to 
location, and duly equipped, St. Thomas' flourished. 
The people dwelt around the Church, and the pastor 
dwelt among the people, and the integrity and beauty 
of every parochial relation was sustained.. It was 
during the memorable rectorship of the Rev. Dr. 
Hawks that the parish gained its noontide of temporal 
prosperity. His surpassing endowments as a pulpit 
orator, and magnetic power and fascination as a man, 
were signal advantages ; but combined with these were 
those other accessories to the success of a pastorate ; 
the fold, the flock, the shepherd, were all together ; 
and although strangers from abroad thronged to hear 
the renowned preacher, yet the permanent and co- 
hesive character of the parish was not impaired, 
although even previous to his resignation, in 1843, there 
were unmistakable signs that St. Thomas' was falling 
behind in the progress and stupendous increase of the 
city. Immigration from this district had already 
commenced. New and more attractive churches had 
been erected above this, and all things pointed to an 
early, and even a precipitate desertion of the present 
neighborhood by its old inhabitants. Under the 
succeeding rectorships this was realized. I need not 
recapitulate the amazing changes which have taken 
place hereabouts, within the last twenty years : you are 
perfectly acquainted with them, and the changes which 
have occurred here are only prophetic of changes 
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which are to go on, until this island to its furthest 
extremity is densely populated, and straitened lor 
room. It would have been no special misfortune to 
this parish, that its eminent founders and earlier 
families were so largely withdrawn, had their residen- 
ces fallen to the occupancy of a respectable, although 
humbler class. The affluence and aristocratic tone of 
a parish are not generally its best features, and the true 
minister of Jesus Christ would never repine at a 
vicissitude which brought to his care the poor in place 
of the rich, the ignoble rather than the high bred. 
But it so happened that instead of a gradual decline 
from its social elevation and prestige, the whole section 
round about us was almost immediately seized for the 
uses of traffic, and amusement, and shameful vice. 
Fashion and wealth had fled to the quiet streets and 
splendid abodes further up. Gain and ungodliness 
rushed in to fill the vacancy. Great and sudden was 
the transformation, and while it was in progress, and 
while other circumstances were tending to the embar- 
rassment of the Church, it was destroyed by fire. I 
know not whether any who are present will agree with 
me, but with the greatest respect for all who were then 
concerned, I think that a wise and unselfish policy 
would have decided not to rebuild the ruined walls. 
For, even then, it was as evident as it is to-day, that 
a very small remnant of the original flock remained, 
and that this corner was doomed to become more and 



more unfit for every purpose of religious worship. 
Even then, from the degradation of the adjoining 
houses, the rectory had been abandoned as an un- 
suitable habitation for the pastor, and. the churchyard 
wore the appearance of neglect and desolation. 

But it was otherwise determined, and the present 
edifice was in due time opened for the scattered con- 
gregation. It is a reconstruction, the old walls having 
survived the fire ; and the original exterior form of the 
Church is in every respect preserved. Its internal 
arrangements were somewhat altered, and as many 
thought, improved ; but such has been the advance in 
sacred architecture within the last thirty years, and 
our eyes have become so accustomed to several of its 
most attractive specimens, that this interior would only 
challenge criticism by its exceeding plainness, and its 
utter want of many features which are now regarded 
as essential to an ecclesiastical building. There are 
two marked particulars, not to speak of others, in 
which this Church suffers greatly from its position. 
It is so crowded from without and overshadowed that 
it lacks both light and ventilation, and during the 
winter months, especially, the aspect of this place is 
gloomy, while its atmosphere is heavy and damp to an 
unwholesome degree. 

Nevertheless, any reasonable Christian flock might 
be well content with courts like these, and learn to love 
them ; and were other things equal, to cherish and 
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cling to them for their very simplicity during a long- 
period to come. Shortly- after the consecration of the 
restored Church, its rector, the Rev. Dr. Whitehouse, 
was elevated to the episcopal bench. He was suc- 
ceeded by the eloquent Neville, whose commanding 
excellencies as a preacher, for the space of four years, 
held a large congregation together. At his departure, 
a twelvemonth expired before the vacancy was sup- 
plied, and then it became strikingly manifest how 
slight and precarious the tie was which held worship- 
ers to this spot. The special attraction was gone, 
and a large number of influential families withdrew ; 
and although an excellent and scholarly clergyman 
officiated ad interim, the tokens of sudden decline 
were painful and mortifying. 

On the first Sunday in March, 1857, the present 
rector assumed this parochial trust. It is not my pur- 
pose, brethren, to recount in any minute or methodical 
way the course of my ministry during these past years. 
I have no tabular statement of results ; no specific 
account to give, except such as may be found in the 
successive journals of our General Convention. The 
years have fled ; and although at times greatly op- 
pressed with a sense of my unprofitableness, and at 
other times completely disheartened by the inherent 
difficulties of this post, I have reason to lift up devout 
thanksgiving to Almighty God this day, for great and 
undeserved benefits. With me, personally, and with 
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my family, He has dealt in mercy — great mercy — 
giving me health, and an unbroken household ; and 
giving me, especially, in all my relations with this 
beloved people such assurances of harmony and affec- 
tionate esteem, as are not always enjoyed. Gladly, 
and from the heart, do I bear record to the unvarying 
kindness and the generous consideration which I have 
received at your hands ; while there are some of this 
flock, whose uniform and hearty co-operation — whose 
devotion to all the best interests of the parish — whose 
self-sacrificing zeal in the Sunday School, and in all 
good works, have bound me to them with an affection, 
and a sense of obligation, which I can never express. 
And, meanwhile, the parish in many respects has 
received the dews of the Divine blessing. Although I 
have spoken of this Church as verging toward decay, 
I am not here — No ! God forbid ! — to make out the 
case by the suppression of facts. An unexpected 
measure of prosperity has been realized here, both 
temporal and spiritual. The excellent gentlemen who, 
acting on your behalf, invited me to this position, 
eight years ago, were candid enough to say to me, 
that the parish was moribund — ready to die : and at 
the beginning of my ministry, I thought it was even 
so ; and considering all things, I think so still. Never- 
theless, it would be wicked to withhold the acknow- 
ledgment of God's conspicuous favor in many ways. 
The attendance here, although fluctuating and mea- 
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surably transient, has been uniformly large. The 
offices of religion have been discharged without 
interruption. Children have been baptized, numer- 
ous classes have been presented for confirmation, the 
rites, of matrimony and burial constantly performed, 
while most of the current claims of the diocese and the 
Church at large, and of the country in her recent 
affliction, have been recognized and respectably met. 
Aside from this, an enterprise of extra parochial and 
missionary effort has been inaugurated in the district, 
and is now accomplishing results, which must for ever 
redeem the present era of this Church from the charge 
of deadness. The scene at the Mission Chapel, on 
Friday evening last, was witnessed by only two or 
three of this congregation : but it was one of the most 
inspiring I ever looked upon : and after he had con- 
firmed a well-trained class of forty-eight, the Bishop 
was constrained, almost in impassioned tones, to 
express his thankfulness and profound satisfaction at 
the success of that work, which you, beloved, have 
done so much to promote. Oh ! yes. I trust that 
something has been done, both within this sanctuary 
and around it, for the glory of God and the good of 
man. Nor can I be unmindful at this hour of that 
deeper and holier experience which we have shared, 
and which I pray God may have tended to spiritual 
prosperity, in the affecting changes of this parish — in 
the special sorrows and bereavements and deaths of 
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its members. There is an undertone which nothing 
can drive from the pastor' s ear, or from his heart. It 
is the undertone of his people's grief — the low wail of 
their tribulation and sorrow. I have heard that tone 
almost without intermission, and it has bound me to 
very many of you by a sacred tie. And I have been 
long accustomed to recal the chasms in your families, 
and the absent who never more answer the roll-call 
of the Lord's faithful ones on his holy day. To 
say nothing of continual removals to points remote, 
what an exodus has there been from this fold into the 
world beyond ! Ah ! they return to me, in this retro- 
spection. I see them ! Faces which faded away from 
sight years ago, come back. The venerable and the 
strong ; the gentle — the youth in his prime, the sweet 
babe — they come back, and certify to me that I have 
not labored in vain, inasmuch as I have been allowed 
to declare above such dust, "Blessed are the dead." 

But I pass, in a few concluding words, from the 
tender retrospect to the actual present ; from the 
providential and favoring circumstances which have 
upheld us as a parish during the past few years, to 
our absolute condition and prospects, as viewed in the 
light of facts, and by the open eye of wisdom and 
common sagacity. Thus far I have had no occasion 
to make any reference whatever to my text, except by 
implication. Let me now employ it, in all its direct- 
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ness and force. The Apostle, in addressing the Church 
at Corinth, and using the past tense, inquires : "What 
is it, wherein ye were inferior to other Churches ?" 
Adopting the same question in the present tense, and 
applying it to our own exigencies and affairs as a 
Church and cure of souls, I beg to inquire, Wherein 
are ye inferior to other Churches ? 

I answer : That whatever may be our seeming wel- 
fare, we are greatly inferior to many Churches in 
respect to location. On two sides we are bounded by 
busy and turbulent thoroughfares, and helplessly 
exposed to noise and interruption and that special 
annoyance of outcries and fire alarms and military 
processions, from which there is no escape, either 
during the week or on the Lord's Day. 

We are inferior to other Churches, inasmuch as 
we are now planted in the centre of the worst neigh- 
borhood in this city — the most degraded and the most 
completely surrendered to the purposes of crime ; 
crime which we cannot and do not mitigate in the least ; 
crime which runs riot on all sides around us, un- 
checked, unabated, uncared for, while we are saying 
our prayers and listening to the preached Word. And 
sure am I, that if the denizens of this immediate 
vicinity were to resolve upon a better observance of 
Sunday, and enter this Church, you would forsake it 
at once, and in a body. 

We are inferior to other churches in our great and 
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increasing distance from a large and most impor- 
tant number of families, whose continuance with 
us is essential to our very life. I will not un- 
dertake to say what the tie is, or the attraction 
which still links them to this parish ; but it is 
a tie which involves hardship, inconvenience, oc- 
casional disgust, and which is evermore growing 
weaker, until it breaks. The Church is not in the 
midst of the people. It is very far away from the 
great majority of them. It is reached only by taking 
an irksome and unnatural direction. People who 
have left the purlieus of week-day business or enter- 
tainment, do not care to return to them for the benefit 
of Holy worship. We are inferior to other churches 
in this most alarming, and to me, most sorrowful 
regard — that by reason of distance, children of a tender 
age cannot accompany their parents, and thus in 
many instances the lambs of the flock are enfolded 
elsewhere ; parents having one pastor, children an- 
other. This is wrong. It is an anomaly. The 
Sunday School which we tend so assiduously from 
Sunday to Sunday, to a very great extent has no 
legitimate connexion with the parish. It is drawn 
from the highways and hedges, while I am bereaved 
of my children. And this matter of distance affects 
other and vital points which enter largely into the 
decency and order of a Church as well as into the 
discharge of persona] duty. It leads to an habitual 
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tardiness and confusion at the opening of our services. 
It leads on the days of our Holy Communion to a 
flagrant violation of that Apostolic rule, which bids us 
wait each for the other, until the Blessed Eucharist is 
concluded. What is more common in this House of 
God, than the departure of one- half the communing 
members before the other half have received the 
precious elements^before the angelic hymn has been 
sung, or the blessing of peace been pronounced? It 
leads to the utter impracticability of any profitable 
and united service except on Sunday morning. On 
the afternoon of the Holy Day, the Church is deserted. 
During the week were it opened for an evening, or an 
occasional service, it would be deserted ; and for a 
sufficient reason : the majority of the congregation are 
afar off, scattered, disintegrated, without unity, with- 
out the tie of acquaintance, without a particle of 
local interest. And the pastor is cut off from all con- 
tact with the collective body of his people, except on 
one-half day of the week ; and then should the skies 
lower, or the rain fall, the term is prolonged to a 
fortnight. 

It leads to the repudiation of this Church, so far as 
all occasions of special interest are concerned. Its 
inconvenient location cuts it off from being in request 
for any of those special or commemorative services 
which are occurring from week to week, and which 
enter largely into the interest and advancement of 
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other parishes. The demand for its use has ceased 
almost entirely, because of its situation. 

We are inferior to other Churches, inasmuch as we 
lack completely the means and apparatus for carrying 
on parochial work. We have a place for public 
worship ; we have no place for a Sunday School — 
no place for those more informal services during the 
week, which are so edifying. We have no properly 
organized and well sustained Parish School, although 
the necessity for such a school is sadly apparent. 
With diminishing pecuniary strength, we have no 
endowment to fall back upon for the prosecution of 
any work, except that which we have undertaken. 
Were this Church independent of all changes and 
circumstances, as is the case with Trinity or St. Paul' s, 
an excellent scheme of missionary and benevolent 
operation might find a centre here. Or were the 
mother Church to purchase this building and place it 
beyond all contingencies, and station an assistant, I 
can imagine that a work of extensive usefulness might 
be carried on ; not by attracting people from points 
remote, but by caring for the spiritual needs, and 
healing the sores of this depraved district. But I 
withhold. It were easy to enumerate many other 
respects in which we suffer when compared with other 
Churches, but let these suffice, for these should certify 
to us that the real and permanent interests of this 
parish are sacrificed, so long as we abide upon this 
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spot. I will not speak of considerations personal to 
the Rector; the need of a proper home among his 
people ; the need of such pastoral surroundings as 
shall qualify him to exert a fitting influence over such 
as are committed to his charge, and as shall enable 
him to honor his position and fulfil its just demands. 
I will not enlarge upon these. It should be enough 
that, in the providence of God and the rapid growth of 
the city, the Church has outlived its original purpose 
on this foundation. If it remains it must decline. Its 
strength must depart year by year, and what I ask, 
therefore, beloved, and counsel as a measure of the 
first importance, is the transfer of this Church and 
parish to some site which is worthy of it, where it may 
recover its strength and resume its ancient glory. 
Give it the vantage ground which it enjoyed at the 
first. Carry it toward the head of population, and I 
promise you that with fresh life and enlarged re- 
sources it will be able to do more for the practical 
religious welfare of this vicinity in one year than it 
now does in ten. I know that there is a venerable- 
ness about this old pile which is grateful to the 
eye of wayfarers. I know that its associations 
are very dear to many. I share in such reverent 
feelings and regrets, but they ought not to stand 
for one moment in the way of a great and sub. 
stantial advantage. There is also a very sac r 
interest involved in the removal of this Church, and 
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one which I would tenderly respect. I refer to that 
space in the rear of this Church where the dead are 
deposited, and some of the forefathers of the parish 
still sleep. Under all ordinary circumstances, the 
thought of disturbing such dust would be perfectly 
revolting and abhorrent ; but when I see how entirely 
the consecration and fitness of that cemetery has 
departed ; how it is environed by every evil and 
uncleanly association : when I know that the eye of 
greed and avarice will be upon it, and that if it remains 
for a few years it will be despoiled, and its sacred 
contents put to dishonor ; then I feel less repugnance 
to a step which shall secure now and by reverent 
hands, and in a right spirit, the removal of those 
remains to a more secure and quiet resting place. 
That is no fit depository for them ; and seeing what I 
do from day to day, I would rather that a parent or 
friend lay sleeping beneath the hoof-trodden pave- 
ment of yonder thoroughfare than in that enclosure. 

Beloved, it is only in the discharge of what I deem 
to be my bounden duty, that I have made mention of 
these things. It seems to me that the time has come, 
both in the history of this Church, and in the blessed 
tokens of national unity and prosperity which greet 
us, for action — energetic and decisive — in building up 
the wastes which time has made. If I am wrong, 
your better judgment ca,n overrule mine. If I give 
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you evil counsels or prophecy deceits, time will reveal 
it. Meanwhile, here or elsewhere, in this Temple 
which is still so pleasant to us, or, should it please 
God, in another, under all circumstances and vicissi- 
tudes, may He bless and guide you. May he lift up 
the Light of His Countenance upon you, and give you 
Peace, both Now and Evermore. 



REGRET. 



Closing Discourse 

AT 

S. Thomas' Church, 

April 29TH, 1866. 



CLOSING DISCOURSE. 



Epistle to the Hebkews xiii. , 14. 
' ' For here we have, no continuing city, but we seek one to come." 

Beloved Brethren : — 

I SHALL waive the formalities of an ordinary dis- 
course, and yield at once to the prevailing and 
sacred interest which invests this hour. He who is 
about to break the Bread of Life for the last time 
within these walls, and pronounce for the last time the 
Benediction of Peace, is as keenly alive as any member 
of his flock, or any individual of this great assemblage 
can be, to the profound significance of the occasion ; 
to its issues and its responsibilities, to its memories, its 
associations, its tender regrets. Whatever of sorrow 
may be awakened by these closing services ; whatever 
of personal or household attachment for this vener- 
able place may be disturbed, or wounded ; whatever 
appeal from reluctant and unreconciled hearts may be 
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lifted up, as the pastor of this Church, I deeply 
sympathise with it all ; yes, with every form of emotion 
or opinion which this last solemn hour of our con- 
tinuance here is likely to call forth. You cannot 
express a feeling of sadness, or even of bitterness, to 
which I am not ready to respond; for it is not only 
natural, but most fitting and honorable, that a sanctu- 
ary like this, in the day of its transfer and surcease, 
should be wet with tears and mourned over, as one 
mourneth for his mother. 

Around every parish Church, no matter how obscure 
or unpretending it may be, there will gather in the 
course of years, some of the warmest and most 
elevated sentiments of which we are capable ; senti- 
ments, moreover, so profound and subtle, that we are 
hardly conscious of them until they are invaded. Nor 
could it be otherwise, for every such Church is a 
centre not , only of spiritual interests, but of human 
ties and household affections. In a very beautiful 
sense it is a home to such as assemble and worship 
within its walls, especially if they, are bound to it by 
recollections . and traditions which extend far. back. 
Their hearts as well as their feet have turned toward it 
from week to week, as toward a dear and familiar 
place, and they are accustomed to regard it as hal- 
lowed, not merely because God dwells, there, or 
because it is devoted to holy uses, but rather, in 
many instances at least, because it has borne such a 
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close relation to their individual vicissitudes and 
experiences — yea, to the whole current of their life. 
That Church, it may be, through its holy offices has 
touched every chord of their nature. In rites and 
sacraments, in wedlock, in baptism, in burial, in the 
comforts and succors of the Christian faith, in the 
scope of Christian doctrine and duty, they have found 
it indeed a consecrated abode, blending the two ideas 
of the earthly and the heavenly home. A spot mid- 
way, where the changes and distractions of this world 
were met by the consolations and hopes of a better. 
Oh! I cannot imagine a Church so void of past influ- 
ence, so barren of ties and memories, as to perish and 
pass away without stirring the deepest sensibilities, 
and the outcries of regret, at least, in the hearts of 
some ; and happily, my brethren, most happily, no- 
thing is more rare than the removal or demolition of a 
Christian Church. It is not a thing to be desired. It 
is not a thing to be done, except under a peculiar 
stress of circumstances. There may be reasons strong 
enough to sanction it, strong enough to make it in every 
way expedient ; but ordinarily, and I thank God for 
it, the material edifice stands in the midst of its wor- 
shipers, from generation to generation, garnished, 
repaired, restored, and always more sacred because its 
walls are encrusted with the memorials of the past, 
and because its very age lends emphasis to the vener- 
able and eternal truth of which it is the shrine. 



Nine-tenths of the Churches of Christendom derive 
their especial interest and charm from the fact that 
they are old — that they have a history ; and their 
very stones and timbers preach of times and of men 
whose ideas .of stability, and whose love for enduring 
strength, were far beyond ours of this busy and 
feverish age. 

We are inclined to do nothing unless we can do 
everything at once ; but they built in faith — patiently, 
strongly, and by degrees. Even the humblest struc- 
ture was a work of time, and it was also a work of 
durability. It was made to last ; and, accordingly, 
the Christian wayfarer of this day in Europe— I will 
say in England, for thither the feet of churchmen turn 
most eagerly — finds everywhere, not merely as the 
crowning ornament of the landscape, but in earnest, 
living use, the hoary, ivy-mantled churches, where 
saints and confessors and bishops of illustrious and 
undying name, once ministered. And what is true of 
the old time-worn parish church, is true in a far 
greater degree of the cathedrals which sit, as it were, 
in eternal repose — rooted like mountains, and rising 
like mountains. Were these the offspring of a random 
thought ? Were these built in a day ? Were these 
erected only to be demolished ? No ! They were 
built to endure ; built by detachments of faithful men; 
built piecemeal and in parts. What was left by one, 
was continued by another. Where one broke off, 
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another began, and another in due succession — age 
after age — until all was complete ; until chancel and 
nave, and chapel and spire made up the glorious 
whole. And when, a year or two ago, the preacher 
walked about some of these majestic buildings, and 
entered them, and joined upon occasion in holy wor- 
ship, he grasped and comprehended, as he had never 
done before, the priceless value of age, and sacrifice, 
and association in a place consecrated to God. And 
for this very reason, brethren, do I honestly regret 
that circumstances, not to be controlled, have cut short 
the life of this our sanctuary, and defrauded it of that 
glory which otherwise it might long have enjoyed. 
I will not recapitulate these circumstances. You are 
familiar with them, although some may disallow their 
force ; but they stand connected with that unex- 
ampled enterprise, that progress in secular interests, 
that overpowering and remorseless advance of trade 
and some of its worst concomitants, which have 
encroached upon this Church and surrounded it — 
swept the multitude of its people far away, crippled 
its resources, and left it no prospect but desolation and 
decayJp We only yield, at length, to the law of that 
necessity which has already compelled every principal 
unendowed Church of every name to remove from 
this end of the island, in order to escape from helpless 
declension. The pastors and guardians of those 
Churches may have been altogether wrong, and those 



1 



, 86 

who faulted and condemned them may have been 
altogether right — God knoweth ! But He certainly 
has not withheld His blessing from these migra- 
tory Churches, but has increased that blessing 
ten-fold. And he has followed from time to time 
those venerable pastors — need I name Eastburn, 
and Taylor, and Tyng, and others of our own 
communion, together with Alexander and Adams, 
and Spring, and Potts, and Krebs, and other emi- 
nent divines from the Christian bodies around us ? — 
followed them with such tokens of His approval, that 
whereas the Churches over which they presided at 
this end of the city, were ready to die, the Churches 
over which they or their successors now preside are 
centres of light and influence, not only to this city, 
but I was about to say the whole land, and to-day 
■ are doing more for the poor of this metropolis, more 
for their comfort and their religious elevation, more 
for the solid interests of religion and humanity — Oh ! 
beyond all computation, more than they could have 
done had they remained and gone to sleep upon their 
old foundations. And thus, in a very signal manner, 
has God vindicated the fact, that circumstances are to 
determine the question whether a Church should 
stand or whether it should be removed. If its sur- 
roundings are favorable, if its people abide with it, 
and its needful power temporal and spiritual can be 
maintained, it should stand, and the longer it stands 
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so much the more endearing and lovely it becomes. 
But, if through untoward changes, it falls upon the 
evil days of desertion and desolation, then, if possible, 
it should escape to a position where it may strengthen 
the things which remain, and put on fresh apparel and 
ascend to a higher plane of strength and usefulness. 
& There is no virtue in consecrated walls — none what- 
ever — when a higher interest for God or man can be 
advanced by their downfall. The sentence of conse- 
cration, |though repeated every year, cannot save a 
building from the fluctuations of time, or the move- 
ments and recessions of human society, and accord- 
ingly cannot save it from that hour when it should 
cease from holy uses, and be superseded by another, 
which, equally sanctified and set apart, is more likely 
to prosper in the work for which it was ordained/'* I 
have as much veneratic^a for holy places as any offerer 
man, but I utterly repudiate and deny that super- 
stitious fancy which would attach inherent sapfedness 
to stone and wood because they have xmce been 
dedicated to the service of Almighty Goo.. The first 
Jewish temple, of which God Himself /as the Archi- 
tect and of which heaven itself was the pattern, stood 
but four hundred years, and was tlum surrendered by 
God's own decree to pagans' &va\ idolators. The 
second temple, whose pavements were trod by the 
sacred feet of Jesus Christ, aiu* in whose lofty courts 
He spake openly to the people, stood six hundred 
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years, and then, according to the prophecy of Jesus, 
was trodden under foot of the Gentiles, not one stone 
remaining upon another. The synagogues in which 
He preached ; the upper room in which the Apostles 
gathered to receive the Holy Ghost; the caves, the 
secret chambers, the catacombs, in which primitive 
Christians assembled — what was the consecration of 
such places ? It was the awfulness of their immediate 
use. It was the power and the impressiveness which 
rested upon them, so long as they were occupied ; 
beyond this there is no record and no precept. Nor 
as far as I can discern by diligent research, is there 
any rule for the consecration of a Church higher than 
that which a reverent instinct would suggest, and a 
proper sense of decency would allow and confirm, 
namely : that where God is present, by a special act of 
condescension or disclosure, as He is in the visible 
Church, there He should be recognized and reverenced. 
And even this natural rule is not always honored by 
those who have most to say about the holiness which 
becometh God's house, and the consecration which 
pervades and enwraps it. 

But I pass from everything which may seem to 
involve a difference of feeling or of sentiment, that I 
may dwell for one moment upon the claims of St. 
Thomas' to a strong attachment, and also to a genuine 
lamentation. It was founded and built, as I had 
occasion to say in my Anniversary Discourse, in 1823, 
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by men of wisdom and forecast, whose names since 
that day have been woven into the closest texture of 
our civil and social and judicial renown ; names which 
have eternal record in the first vestry of this parish. 
These gentlemen, with the earnest and high souled 
Duffle at their head, erected the edifice, and gave to it 
for many years, the full measure of their zeal and de- 
votion, and beheld it in their day one of the most 
thronged and flourishing Churches in the metropolis. 
I doubt if any other Church has enjoyed a larger pros- 
perity ; and when I recall the line of its pastors, and 
the roll of its families, and the record of religious acts 
and offices which have been solemnized here— when I 
reflect upon the vast multitudes which have worshiped 
here, upon the services and sacraments which have 
been celebrated, the sermons which have been preached, 
the consciences which have been awakened, the souls 
that have been edified, the sorrows that have been 
assuaged ; when I remember the imperishable interests 
which have been wa tched and moulded in this place, 
and the great concourse of immortals who have ascend- 
ed from these courts to the allotments of eternity — I 
am overwhelmed with the spiritual grandeur of the 
associations which crowd upon my mind, and feel that 
although the material temple may disappear, its 
results, its influences, its power, must survive for- 
ever. 

Another claim of this church upon our reverent and 
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affectionate consideration lies in the elevated and 
conservative character which it has maintained from 
the beginning. In its pastoral administration, in the 
celebration of divine worship, in the tone of its pnlpit 
ministrations, there has been a sober and dignified 
adherence to the old paths of the Chnrch, to her 
wisest and safest traditions, and to those doctrinal 
standards which lie above the entanglements of sec- 
tions, and parties, and extremes, in the clear light of 
accepted Catholic truth. Novelties have fonnd no 
favor in this sanctuary, either in service or discourse ; 
nor any of those startling exaggerations which, with- 
out altering a word of onr Liturgy, make it altogether 
a different thing in its spirit and effect to the sober- 
minded Churchman. And thus from year to year, 
through all its successive pastorates, without sensa- 
tions, without attempts at ecclesiastical parade or effect, 
without ridiculous imitations of obsolete, or popish 
usage, without catering to the tastes of the frivolous or 
the restless, the worship of God and the proclamation 
of the truth as it is in Jesus have been enjoyed in their 
simplicity and their integrity. And my prayer to God 
is, that these elements of soundness and stability may 
be perpetuated in this parish, and be its distin- 
guishing characteristic and its glory, when the second 
temple is built and the men of coming generations 
are assembled in its courts. 
Let me observe again that this Church has a claim 
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upon our thankful remembrance for the work it has 
done in Christ's name, for the light it has spread, for 
the multitude of good offices which it has rendered to 
stablish the weak, and raise the fallen, and carry 
onward the triumphs of the Gospel. It is possible 
that other Churches have exceeded this, especially 
during later years, in the aggregate of gifts and con- 
tributions ; but I testify this day, that in the midst of 
all discouragements, there has been a quiet, patient, 
living power in this Church, which has never failed. 
There has been unostentatious zeal, and uncom- 
plaining sacrifice, and the steady offerings of munifi- 
cent Christian hearts, and if any one sorrowful thought 
more than another oppresses me to-day, it is that 
inevitable changes may separate me from some who 
have cheered me in my work, and lightened my bur- 
dens, and won for themselves in this parish and in 
this missionary district, a perpetual and blessed 
remembrance. Yes ! there is life here, although in 
many respects linked to a body of death; and there are 
evidences of vigor, and other agencies for good, 
and I thank God for it. I thank God that we are 
permitted to remove before utter disintegration and 
death have overtaken us, before the ancient glory of 
this temple has. been utterly despoiled, and its honor 
as a chosen habitation of God brought down to the 
dust of humiliation and neglect. As its rector, as 
pledged before God to its interests, as identified with 
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it for nearly ten years, I would not have it die, bnt 
live ; I would not see it fall, but rise ; I would not 
cherish it as a landmark, or nurse it as a ruin, or 
surrender it to uncertain ends ; but, by the blessing of 
God and the co-operation of my vestry and people, I 
would renew its strength upon other and broader 
foundations, and give it an opportunity and a power 
for good, which, if it yield a needful benefit to the 
rich, shall yield a larger benefit to the poor, in mani- 
fold ways. In a word, beloved, were my prayer 
granted, this building from which we mournfully 
retire to-day, should be replaced by another, majestic 
in aspect, noble in architecture, capacious, convenient, 
well equipped, solid, which for ages should bear the 
name of the disciple, St. Thomas, and for ages bring 
honor to the name of Christ, his Master and ours. 

I will detain you no longer. Whatever may be the 
complexion of the future, standing for the last time in 
this pulpit, I beg my people, those whose faces have 
been long familiar and dear to me, to accept the 
assurances of my love and devotion. I have no 
thought or desire aside from them and their good. 
May the Lord bless them and keep them. As for our 
farewell, let it ascend from our hearts rather than our 
lips. Let us enshrine it in yonder Mystery of love and 
remembrance. It was the Last Supper to our Lord, 
and so, in an affecting sense, it is the last supper to 
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ourselves. Here we have no continuing city, but we 
seek one to come. Blessed Jesus ! help us to find it. 
In heaven is the substance : there is the holy Jeru- 
salem ; there is the Church triumphant, whose light is 
like unto a stone most precious — even like a jasper 
stone, clear as crystal — whose glory is the Lord God 
Almighty and the Lamb. 
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OPENING OF THE TEMPORARY CHAPEL COR. FIFTH AVENUE 
AND FIFTY-THIRD STREET. 

+ 

EASTER-SUNDAY SERMON. 

S. John, xx., 20. 
"Then were the disciples glad, when they saw the Lord." 

+ 

ONLY one theme, and but one awakening thought 
should occupy our minds to-day — the resurrec- 
tion of Christ from the dead. He is risen ! should 
be my glad announcement. He is risen, indeed ! should 
be your grateful, unanimous, resounding reply. And 
yet, beloved, the circumstances under which we assem- 
ble to-day, are so entirely in unison with the spirit and 
the fact of resurrection — are so suggestive of newness 
and freshness of life, of progress, of expansion, of 
power — that I feel justified in pausing a moment at the 
threshold of my discourse, and offering praise and 
thanksgiving unto God the Father, who brought again 
from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, the Great 
Shepherd of the Sheep, for His mercy and goodness 
towards us. Within these plain and limited, and, I 
may add, prophetic walls, we meet again as one family 
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in Christ Jesus : a family broken, it is true, and 
largely reduced, but still holding together, and form- 
ing the nucleus, as we believe, of vast assemblages, 
and extended parochial relations, during the years and 
generations to come. 

It is now a twelvemonth, this present Easter week, 
since we departed from that reverend structure, our 
dear old St. Thomas' , all of us with sorrow, and some 
with honest tears. It was a sad exodus to me, for my 
rectorship there, excepting that of the illustrious and 
lamented -Hawks, had been the longest. Day after 
day, for nine years, I had almost dwelt within those 
walls ; and the holy place had for me, as I know it had 
for many of you, memories and associations which 
were exceedingly tender and precious. But the hour 
had come — it was idle to resist or bewail the fact — the 
hour had come for that destruction which must 
usually precede a glorious resurrection. The old 
parish Church had outlived its term of usefulness and 
prosperity, and we left it with mournful solemnities 
and lingering feet. In doing so, we encountered harsh 
criticisms and public rebukes from divers quarters, to 
some of which we listened with respect, because we 
felt that they were natural ; while to the rest, we 
listened with patience and silent forbearance, because 
perfectly assured that the wisdom of our course would 
be vindicated, and would bear any measure of unjust 
imputation. 

It was a happy augury of the Divine favor ; it was a 
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signal illustration of the sweet and sustaining legend 
upon yonder wall — Jehovah Jireh : Q-od will provide — 
that, almost at the moment of our departure, another 
and neighboring sanctuary opened its gates to receive 
us.* It was an arrangement not sought, but proffered. 
It involved on our part neither humiliation or depen- 
dence. Its basis was mutual accommodation and 
benefit ; and although the merging of two congrega- 
tions in one Church could not fail to result in some 
little personal sacrifice and temporary inconvenience, 
still it may be safely questioned if a homeless flock 
ever found a more inviting shelter, or a pasture more 
attractive in all the material appliances of spiritual 
life and culture. It was, at least, a Church ; a holy 
and consecrated abode : and in the midst of senseless 
and abortive theories on the subject of Christian unity, 
it has been a good and pleasant thing to find that two 
parishes of the same communion could, in some sort, 
coalesce and meet together for the space of a year in 
peace, unity, and concord. For myself I will say that 
glad as I am to stand once more at the head of mine 
own people in this less imposing sanctuary — glad as I 
am that our distinctiveness as a parish is once more 
regained, under circumstances of so much promise — I 
remember, nevertheless, with love, with gratitude, with 
honest regret, the Church and the congregation from 
which we have parted ; nor shall I cease to remember 



*Grace Church, cor. 10th St. and Broadway. 
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them, for their good, in all prayers and supplications 
before the throne of heavenly grace. 

That connexion is dissolved. With the tender 
solemnities of Easter-Even, and, as it were, at the se- 
pulchre of the Crucified, the ties and relations which 
had bound St. Thomas' parish for a lengthened period to 
the lower section of the city, ceased for ever ; and this 
morning, as I have said, we lift up the resurrection 
cry and sing our resurrection songs on an ample but 
advanced spot, which henceforth, if God please, is to 
bear our corporate name and be our spiritual home, 
and the heritage of those who shall come after us 
through a long procession of years. It is a spot beau- 
tiful for situation, and, in many respects, resembling 
that on which the foundations of the first St. Thomas 
were reared. There are those left among us who saw 
that house in her first glory, and they will tell you, 
with kindling eye and utterance, that when the corner- 
stone was laid, the solemnity was so remote from the 
populous city, that people wondered, and exchanged 
glances of derision. There were open spaces in 
every direction — vistas of woodland and pasturage. 
Flocks were browsing, husbandmen were tilling the 
ground, large gardens invited the smiles of the fructi- 
fying sun. The whole aspect of the scene was rural 
and pastoral ; withdrawn from the remorseless city, 
which so soon crept up and surrounded, and, at last, 
suffocated the very life of the pioneer Church, and 
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left it far behind. In like manner do we commence 
the foundations of the second church, at a point some- 
what open and unoccupied. We see on every hand 
traces of suburban peacefulness and beauty. Only 
the ripples of an advancing population are as yet 
playing around us. But soon the mountain surge will 
come, and the last vestige of ancient farms and home- 
steads will disappear. Even before the top stone to 
our temple can possibly be brought and laid with shout- 
ings, our range of observation and prospect will be 
utterly cut off. Walls of domestic architecture will 
hem us in on every side ; swarming and compact life 
will be upon us, and around us, and pressing eagerly 
beyond us ; and, as I predict this day, our chief sor- 
row and perplexity will be that we can only meet the 
spiritual necessities of this neighborhood with a 
limited chapel, when the full proportions and capacity 
of our noble, but tardy and unfinished church, are 
urgently required for Christian worship and pressing 
Christian work. 

But let us not mar the satisfaction of this hour with 
gloomy prophecyings. It should be matter of devout 
thanksgiving that the work is begun, and so wisely 
begun that we find a lodgement here, and a tempo- 
rary habitation. These strong foundations already 
laid, these solid pillars, these graceful arches, these 
heavy projecting piers, are shadows of things to come 
— germs of an abode not unworthy of consecration to 
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Him who fashioned the earth with beauty, and gar- 
nished the heavens with stars, and who, by the death 
and resurrection of His only begotten Son, would 
exalt us to a place which, for glory and magnificence, 
shall exceed all that eye hath seen or heart conceived. 

We have brought hither, moreover, the most sacred 
and distinctive treasures of our former sanctuary. 
Whatever else may be new or strange, here is our old 
Communion Table, there is our old Baptismal font. 
The two sacraments generally necessary to salvation, 
which stand in the closest relation to bur spiritual life, 
and which, in fact, with the ministry, form the essential 
equipment of a Christian Church — these sacraments 
will still be administered from familiar and hallowed ob- 
jects: from a font to which many before me have brought 
their children ; from an altar whereon the Atoning 
Bread and Wine have for many years been duly con- 
secrated, and offered to the faithful in Christ Jesus ; 
around which large numbers now present have knelt 
in the rite of Confirmation ; before which some of you 
have sealed the vow of holy matrimony, and others 
gathered with tears and great heaviness of heart to 
bury your beloved dead. The Old mingles with the 
New. Like the ancient people of God, we have only 
removed the same tabernacle and the same altar to an 
advanced point, waiting in faith and earnest expecta- 
tion until the glorious temple shall be built. Hither, 
also, we have brought — not as a curious relic, but as 
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a venerable and honored household treasure — the cor- 
ner-stone of the old church, on which are carved the 
names of the first rector and the first vestry ; names 
which certify that no church in this city, or on this 
continent, can boast of a nobler ancestry and lineage. 
That stone shall be re-laid with the corner-stone of the 
new temple ; and those names, many of them illustri- 
ous, all of them revered, shall be preserved in sacred 
care and keeping as the years roll on : and the old 
stone, imbedded with the new, shall be a symbol both 
of decay and renovation, of subsidence and progress, 
of early'aspirations, and of later results. 

Beloved friends and parishioners, it is under the in- 
spiration of fresh and grateful aspects and most hope- 
ful surroundings that I greet and welcome you this 
morning. God forbid that we should forget, or under- 
value the past ; but God be thanked, that our feet are 
planted to-day upon the threshold of such a future. 
To our ancient parish, and to ourselves, it is in very 
truth a resurrection day, and the only mournful 
thought to subdue our joy is that in this resurrection of 
our parish, there will not, probably, be a complete re- 
union of our people. Well remembered faces, and 
voices, and forms, will be missing here. Names, long 
endeared to us, will cease from our parochial register. 
The family group will be broken, a.nd pleasant associ- 
ations of the olden time may be disturbed. This was 
to have been expected. It was a condition, sad, but 
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inevitable, of our assured prosperity. In locating the 
new Church, we could not consult the convenience of 
all who were dear to us, as worshippers and compan- 
ions in the old. A wise foresight was to govern. The 
life of a Church is longer than- the life of man ; 
longer than the life of its members, in their fleeting- 
day and generation ; and accordingly, in founding a 
new abode on the surface of this Island, so throbbing 
with enterprise and progress, the question of locality 
was altogether one of permanence and prospective ad- 
vantage. We have advanced several miles from the 
old sanctuary, and we find ourselves to-day in the 
outskirts of the city, near the borders of a vast and 
magnificent enclosure which emulates and ap- 
proaches,, if it does not equal, the loveliness of para- * 
dise, and toward which the home life of the city is 
pressing, and would press as an irresistible torrent, 
were it not for transient causes which I need not men- 
tion. Hence, we have located here, as nearest to the 
coming centre of a metropolis whose northern ex- 
tremity, in no long time, will be as thickly crowded 
with dwellings as its southern section must and will 
be wholly surrendered to warehouses, and the neces- 
sities of commerce. 

With all its present inconveniences, with all the 
sacrifices which it may entail, the site is wisely chosen, 
and we are glad. But our gladness to day, beloved, 
has a purer and a deeper source than any secular or 
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material advantage to be derived, either from this lo- 
cation, or the grander proportions of our coming 
Church. A Church which has no higher reference 
than itself, or its commanding position, or its architec- 
tural impressiveness, is a thing to be despised ; a struc- 
ture on which the sunlight of the Divine blessing can 
never fall, for it is the shrine of man's pride and 
vanity, rather than the House of God and gate of 
Heaven. May the spot on which we stand to-day, 
never be cumbered with a Church which has no 
higher aim or recommendation than beauty or 
strength, or grandeur. If this be all, let it never be 
built. Cod forbid that I should depreciate beauty, or 
strength or grandeur, as they contribute to the out- 
ward or interior fitness and glory of a sacred build- 
ing. I would enrich such a building, and adorn it 
with goodly stones, and bring to it the costliest gifts ; 
but not merely for man' s approval, or to inflate his 
pride ; but because our best gifts belong to God ; 
because we have no right to offer Him of that which 
costs us nothing ; because we deserve rebuke when 
we dwell in our ceiled houses — we sinners, we pension- 
ers — and cheapen His Houses, and make His courts 
poor and contemptible. No greater insult could be 
offered to Him, especially at the hands of those who 
are shortly expecting, by His grace, to be received 
into that upper Temple, whose walls are jasper, and 
whose very gates are pearl. 
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But after all, Beloved, the chief excellency of a 
Church is its adaptation to the spiritual necessities of 
those for whom the Lord of glory died, and rose 
again ; its capacity for worship and for work ; its in- 
fluence as a living centre of life and light : and here is 
the legitimate source of our gladness to-day. We 
have a good stand-point for work, for Christ-like 
energy and effort. At a point like this, we have 
everything to stimulate, and encourage, and reward 
the forth-puttings of zeal ; we shall have material — 
straw, for the tale of brick required — incentives and 
means, not merely to do for ourselves and our local 
interests, but for the destitute portions of our city, 
and for the world. 

The disciples were glad when they saw the Lord. 
Why were they glad % They were not glad when 
they beheld Him in the garden of His agony. They 
were not glad when He was buffeted, and beaten, 
and spit upon. They^ were not glad when he was led 
forth, and conducted to the summit of Calvary, and 
stretched and suspended there between two male- 
factors, and left to die in cruel anguish. Alas ! no. 
They were in utter despair. They forsook Him and 
fled. It was only when He that was mocked, and 
crucified, and laid in the tomb of corruption, 
burst the bands, and emerged from the sealed door, 
and stood alive upon the earth, according to His 
promise. It was only when Mary knew Him by the 
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sound of his voice, and Peter by the glance of His 
eye, and Thomas by the inspection of His hands and 
His side, that by turns they were ashamed, and reas- 
sured, and satisfied. Then were they glad. The most 
cowardly and faithless of them all was glad ; and he 
who denied, and they who were scattered like leaves 
before the autumnal blast, rallied around the risen 
Lord, and caught from His familiar, but unearthly 
aspect, and solemn words, an impulse and an inspira- 
tion which has electrified and changed the world. 

It was the Power of Resurrection that made them 
glad, and that afterward made them Champions of 
the Cross, and heroes even unto death. 

Beloved Brethren, I would not venture a compari- 
son which should in any wise liken our humble and 
limited interest to that which Christ had in view, 
when He stood again in the midst of His disheartened 
disciples ; and yet, as I have intimated, our joy this 
day is the joy of reassurance, and courage, and life. 
This crisis in our history as a parish, savors of resur- 
rection, and enlargement, and spiritual conquest. In 
our former abode we were declining. Discouragement 
was settling upon us. We were losing heart, and 
hope, and faith. With our utmost endeavor, disciples 
and friends were forsaking us. The day of our ad- 
versity and humiliation had come, and the gloom of a 
sepulchre was gathering around as. As a Church, we 
coidd make no more impression upon the immediate 



neighborhood which surrounded us, than Christ could 
make upon the multitude who jeered at and crucified 
Him. We can do more here, even as Christ could do 
more in Heaven as an intercessor than he could do 
upon Calvary as a sufferer. Blessed and precious 
therefore — doubly blessed and precious — is this Easter 
Day, on which we are glad, fresh, and cheerful ; 
because our Lord is risen from the dead, bringing life 
and immortality to light ; and also because we. can 
hail Him with revived hopes and prospects, and 
with the consciousness that with Him, and for the 
promotion of His kingdom and glory, we have risen 
to newness of life. 

Come then, Beloved — dear people of my spiritual 
charge— come and taste that the Lord is gracious. 
Come and receive these tokens of His redeeming love ; 
and as we kneel here this morning for the first time, 
let us remember that our adorable Lord tarried on 
earth only a few days before He ascended up on High 
to consummate His work. So let us, after the briefest 
possible delay, prosecute and finish our work, bear- 
ing constantly in mind, that each and every one of us 
is to bear a part and a responsibility in carrying this 
fragment, this germ of a Holy Temple to its comple- 
tion — working for God, and with Grod's help. For 
Nature' s magnificent temple was not built without an 
architect ; her flowers of glorious beauty were not 
colored without a painter ; her intricate, complicated, 
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but perfect machinery, was not constructed without 
an intelligent mind. Nor can the top stone be laid 
upon the Sanctuary here to be built, unless ye share 
in the toils and sacrifices required, and bring hither 
the offering of faith, and love, and gratitude. 



The Dwelling-Place of Jesus. 



PREACHED AT THE 

OPENING OF THE NEW 

t. Thomas' Church, 

October 6th, 1870. 



Opening of the New Church. 



"They came and saw where He dwelt." 
S. John, 1st, 39. 

* 

Fathers and Brethren : 

IT is my "unexpected privilege to greet you in the 
Name oi the Lord, and offer you the salutations 
of welcome and good will. 
Our desire and expectation had been that the vener- 
able Bishop of the Diocese would ascend this pulpit 
to-day, and utter within these walls the first holy text 
of Gospel teaching and discourse. But his express de- 
sire — urged upon various grounds — leaves me no alter- 
native, and again, therefore, standing in his place, I 
welcome you to these courts, and rejoice in that 
blessed fellowship which unites us in the solemnities 
of this introductory Service. 

I am less embarrassed by the duty assigned me,, 
from the circumstance that we do not come this morn- 
ing to consecrate a Church, but to open one, with a 
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special and limited ceremonial. All that we ask for 
this building to-day is a partial hallowing, such as 
may enable us to enter upon its use and occupancy 
with reverence, and a proper sense of its religious 
character. 

We are not yet ready 'for the noble Consecration 
Office, adopted by the General Convention of 1789. 
That Office contemplates a finished building — a perfect 
offering to Almighty God, and is wonderfully rich in 
the forms of dedication and special assignment to holy 
purposes. This structure is not complete. Before we 
can transfer it in full to the glory of God, much re- 
mains to be done, both in minute detail and conspicu- 
ous feature, and we contentedly waive its consecration 
to-day ; adjourning it to some coming day — please 
God to hasten that day, when the top stone of the 
tower shall say, it is comjjlete — when every resounding 
tongue in the Belfry shall say, it is complete — when 
every tuneful key in the organ shall say, it is complete 
— when even the Rectory and the Cloisters shall unite 
in the jubilee of. thanksgiving over a worthy offering, 
and a finished work ! 

Meanwhile, it is no derogation to this building that 
it lacks perfection — that something is yet to be sup- 
plied which shall enhance its majesty, and adapt it 
thoroughly, and in every particular, to the exalted 
uses for which it has been reared. It is no derogation 
to this building that the impressive formula of Conse- 
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oration, provided by the Church, is held in reserve 
until all things are ready. Whatever may be wanting, 
we believe that God Triune dwells here to-day and 
henceforth, in His essential Presence and in the pleni- 
tude of His grace. We are persuaded that for all the 
ends of holy worship and all the saving influences of 
the preached Word — f or the efficacy of all Sacraments, 
Ordinances, and Offices, G-od is here of a truth, with 
the pledges of Redemption and of Sanctification — 
freely offered to all who call upon Him. 

Nowhere has He conditioned the bestowment of His 
aid or His blessing upon the precise arrangement of 
material surroundings. Nowhere has He limited His 
gracious acceptance of prayer or praise, of contrition 
for sin, or thanksgiving for mercy, or any holy im- 
pulse, yearning, upward struggling of the soul, to fixed 
methods, associations, or abodes. 

Jacob found the Gate of Heaven as he lay slumber- 
ing upon the ground, and Daniel found the succors of 
Heaven in the lion' s den. Heaven lies close to such as 
are Heavenly, whether on land or sea, in the city or 
the remotest solitudes, in the grandest Minster or the 
humblest apartment of the way-side inn. And accord- 
ingly, any heart waiting for Him in love or in faith, or 
patient endurance, will be found of Him, and honored 
as a Holy Temple, acceptable to the Lord. 

Any edifice which Christ might occupy, any dwell- 
ing that has been prepared and furnished for Him, 



may possess a sanctity and become a centre of spirit- 
ual influence, of holy memories, convictions, inspira- 
tions, such as no consecrated abode could pretend to. 
For consider, dear brethren, Christianity, in its origi- 
nal contact with this world, had little to do with holy 
places, so called, or with hallowing solemnities. These 
were religious luxuries of succeeding and prosperous 
days. When our dear Master and Saviour entered 
upon His Ministry, His first thought, as you remem- 
ber, was to fulfil all righteousness, so far as His obe- 
dience might bear either upon the Old Dispensation or 
the New. He therefore sought Baptism at the hands 
of John the Forerunner. Where did He seek it? Not 
in a Temple made with hands, but within the primeval 
architecture and compass of 1 the round world, which 
He had made and had come to redeem. The living 
stream of Jordan was His Baptistry, and the voice of 
one crying in the wilderness gave articulation to the 
Sacrament, and the azure vault of Heaven opened to 
the descending and consecrating Spirit of God, which 
alighted upon Him like a dove, while the voice of the 
Eternal Father filled all space with the attestation : 
This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased. 

The universe was the chosen Temple of Jesus on 
the day of His Ordination. But when almost imme- 
diately after, He was followed by two of John's dis- 
ciples, who inquired of Him where He dwelt, He 
replied : Come and see. ' ' They came and saw where 
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He dwelt, and abode with Him that day." It was a 
dwelling — a lodging-place — so humble, so mean, so 
absolutely obscure and unworthy of mention, that its 
locality is utterly unknown, and not a trace of it exists 
in tradition or in history. All that we can say of it, 
or even surmise, is, that it was a place of shelter, al- 
though our Lord, at a later stage of His Ministry, de- 
clares that He had not even a place where to lay His 
head. But He must have had at the beginning, for these 
two disciples accepted and enjoyed His hospitality, and 
this place where He dwelt and entertained His guests 
was to them, and is to the Church Catholic, the first 
sanctuary of the Christian Faith. In this lowly dwel- 
ling Jesus first opened His message to listening ears — 
there He first preached to believing hearts. The two 
disciples of John went forth from that threshold to 
bring disciples to Jesus. One of them was Andrew, 
the brother of Simon Peter. He first findeth his own 
brother Simon, and said unto him: We have found 
the Messias, which is, being interpreted, the Cheist — 
the Anointed, and he brought him to Jesus. Here 
you see, Beloved, the tokens and first aspects of 
Christianity immediately succeeding the Baptism and 
Heavenly Consecration of our Lokd. 

The humble dwelling place of Jesus was made 
Holy by His presence, and by its sacred use, and by 
such tokens, this building, as we believe, is Holy to- 
day. And yet, God forbid that we should seem to 
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undervalue the full prescribed measure or any of the 
solemn forms of consecration appointed by the Church. 
We believe in them. We honor them — and, as I have 
intimated, we shall ere long claim them. There is an 
eternal fitness in things, and nowhere is this fitness 
more absolutely clear, than in the sanctity which 
should attach to and penetrate, and thoroughly per- 
vade the House of God. It should be holy by every 
act that can make it holy. It should be preserved 
from desecration and unhallowed use, by every de- 
fense which the instincts of nature, or the suggestions 
of the religious mind, or the examples of Holy Scrip- 
ture can possibly throw around' it. Christ Himself 
taught this lesson and this duty with an emphasis, and 
a stern tone of authority, which may well amaze us. 
You remember it. It is recorded in the chapter fol- 
lowing that from which I have been discoursing. 
He whom John beholding, as He walked, twice 
declared to be the Lamb of God ; the Incarnation 
of gentleness ; He who did not disdain to make His 
poor lodging place, the first shrine of His most Holy 
Faith ! we find Him in the great historic Temple of 
the Jewish nation, weaving and braiding with His own 
hands a thong of small cords, and not only making it, 
but using it as a scourge, and with a holy vehemence 
of indignation, exhibited nowhere else, driving with 
uplifted hand, and with an aspect of terrible rebuke 
— driving from the sacred precincts, the worldly mer- 
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chandishing throng, who had ventured to profane the 
Holy Place. 

Divine Master, we pray Thee, vouchsafe to this 
Christian Church the same zealous care and vigilance 
which Thou didst bestow upon the Temple of Thy 
people Israel ! Guard it from profane approach and 
contact, and fill it with influence and light supernal. 

But I hasten, and with your full consent, from all 
such general reference to the claims of this Building 
upon the favor and indwelling presence of God, that 
I may congratulate my people, and lift up, on their 
behalf and my own, an ascription of praise and thank- 
fulness for the blessedness of this hour. 

After a dependent and unsettled life of nearly five 
years, we come within the borders of the promised 
land to-day. We stand within our own parochial 
limits. We have an Altar and a Spiritual Home. It 
is here henceforth that we shall assemble as a house- 
hold and one family in Christ Jesus. With the 
Apostle who came and saw where Jesus dwelt, and 
who afterwards stood at His side on the Mount of 
Transfiguration, we may well exclaim : Master, It is 
good to be here ! 

And yet, Beloved, the journey from the old Church 
to the new, although somewhat long, has not been 
without rich and most grateful compensations. We 
left the old Church, consenting to its demolition, with 
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sorrow and undissembled reluctance. We did not 
desire to leave that spot. It was dear to us. 

The Church had a history and a record which made 
it memorable. Planted as it was in relation to the old 
down-town city, precisely as this Church is to the new 
and up-town section of the metropolis, not very long 
after its consecration, it became a centre of almost 
unequalled attractiveness and resort. The open and 
rural aspects which at first lay around it, disappeared 
like a snow wreath, and the great and growing city 
came up, as with the footfall and tramp of an army, 
and encamped around the Church. The faithful and 
beloved Founder of the parish, Cornelius K. Duflie, 
D.D., to whose memory and character we would ren- 
der all honor this day, was dead. His successor, the 
venerable Upfold, Bishop of Indiana, who still sur- 
vives under the burden of great infirmity, had accept- 
ed the charge of another field, and Frank L. Hawks, 
D. D. , was called to the vacant place just at the moment 
when some of the best elements of New York society 
had been forced up from below, and brought within 
the range of St. Thomas' Parish. His marked indi- 
viduality as a man, and extraordinary eloquence 
whenever he had occasion to open his lips, whether at 
the desk, or the Altar, or the pulpit, gave instant pre- 
eminence to the the Church as a place of worship and 
resort. It was thronged ; it was overcrowded. It 
had a national repute, and strangers from every sec- 
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tion of the land were content even with a standing 
place in its galleries as they hung upon that voice 
which had the clearness of a reed and the strength of 
a trumpet. The Rectorship of Dr. Hawks, embraced 
the golden era of the parish. It soon became appar- 
ent after his resignation and departure in 1843, that 
St. Thomas', so recently a pioneer, holding an ad- 
vanced point, was to be left behind by the inevitable 
efflux from its neighborhood and from its walls of mul- 
titudes who had been its best supporters. Population 
was ascending to points beyond for residence, and 
commerce with a brood of disreputable elements in its 
train, was following with equal step to occupy the 
deserted place. The upward drift was irresistible. 
It was according to the remorseless law of growth 
and progress, witnessed in this city, which nothing 
could stay. The efforts of succeeding Pastors were 
unavailing. Neither the learning of Whitehouse, 
nor the oratorical brilliancy of Neville, could shield 
the precincts of the old parish from becoming the 
centre of metropolitan infamy and degradation. The 
present Rector and Preacher stood there ten years 
contending against evils which were always assum- 
ing a bolder front, and against obstacles which grew 
in bulk and proportion, and laughed him to scorn. 
And not one hour too soon did his Vestry agree with 
him, no contradicting voice being raised, that the 
time for retreat and exodus had come. Acting_reso- 
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lutely upon that decision, we left the spot, as I have 
said, sorrowing, and yet with the perfect conviction 
that we were bearing off the name, the hopes, the 
prospects, the very life of a grand old parish which 
would otherwise succumb to its baleful surroundings, 
and serve some temporary end and expire. 

At the very threshold of our departure, God met us 
with an unexpected but most gracious ordering of His 
Providence, opening to us a most attractive spiritual 
Home, while we were searching for a hired house. It 
was found that the temporary advantage of two 
parishes might be favored by the occupancy of one 
Church, and the ministration of one Pastor. Accord- 
ingly, Grace Church and St. Thomas' coalesced for a 
year, the venerable and eminent Rector of the first 
named parish being absent in Europe. It was a year, 
as we have reason to hope, of concord and mutual 
satisfaction, forever establishing between the two 
parishes and their Rectors, a special relationship 
of brotherly kindness and good will, which we shall 
most gladly foster and perpetuate. But this good- 
ly fellowship could not last. We had been for a 
year the guest of courteous and high-toned breth- 
ren, when we parted from them with kind words 
and pleasant memories, and on Easter Sunday morn- 
ing, April 21st, 1867, entered a temporary Chapel 
erected on this spot. By an ingenious combination of 
what was rude and transient, with two or three solid 
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supports, which are now integral with this structure, 
we were provided with a comely and most acceptable 
place of worship. Yonder monolith columns which 
sustain the lofty nave, received upon their capitals a 
modest roof, the intermediate arches being filled with 
brick. While the same eastern doors through which 
we entered this morning gave easy access to our 
humble sanctuary. It was uncouth without, and 
called forth many a passing jest from such as laugh 
at what they see, but do not understand. It was, 
however, all glorious within, to a wandering flock 
who were waiting for a fixed and settled fold. Here 
where the preacher stands, was placed the Font of 
Baptism. There was our Altar, and the simple ar- 
rangements of our Chancel. The pews now transfer- 
red to the Lenten Chapel occupied the space between 
this pulpit and the eastern screen. On the walls we 
had written choice legends from Holy Scripture, and 
throughout the limited interior there was an atmos- 
phere and impressive tone of light, helpful of devout- 
ness and religious feeling. In that temporary Chapel, 
thus cheaply and rudely thrown together, we realized 
the fore-gleam, the ante-past, I will not say of this 
Temple, but of the Heavenly Temple. It was indeed the 
place where Jesus dwelt, and in it, as a people, we all 
learned that God may be present in an humble place, 
that He may be worshiped and served, and enjoyed 
beneath a lowly roof ; for heartier prayers, supplica- 
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tions, praises, ascriptions, never ascended to the 
Mercy Seat than those which were offered, and went 
Tip to God, from the spot whereon we stand. 

Meantime the foundations of this Temple were being 
laid around our temporary lodging place. On the 14th 
of October, 1868, the corner-stone was lowered to its 
place, with the accustomed ceremonial, and by the 
Easter following, the walls of the new building had 
attained such a height as to overshadow us, and com- 
pel us to depart. We did so,, cheered and comforted 
by the hope of a return, and by an immediate ar- 
rangement with the Vestry of the Church of the Resur- 
rection, as advantageous to them as it was convenient 
to ourselves, we entered their sanctuary with thanks- 
giving and occupied it in the varied ministries and 
offices of the Church for about eighteen months. On 
Sunday last, not without profound emotion on the 
part of many, who had found it to be the place where 
Jesus dwelt, we held our last Services and Holy Com- 
munion, and retired from its threshold. 

In the closing discourse, delivered in old St. Thomas' 
Church, April 29th, 1866, the day before its demolition 
began, your preacher ventured to use the following- 
language : I thank God that we are permitted to 
remove, before utter disintegration and death have 
overtaken us, before the ancient glory of this Te,mple 
has been utterly despoiled, and its honor as a chosen 
habitation of God, brought down to the dust of humil- 
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iation and neglect. As its Rector, and pledged be- 
fore God to its interests, as identified with it for nearly 
ten years, I would not have it die, but live. I would 
not see it fall, but rise. I would not cherish it as a 
landmark, or nurse it as a ruin, or surrender it to 
uncertain ends, but by the blessing of God, and the 
co-operation of my Vestry and people, I would renew 
its strength upon other and broader foundations, and 
give it an opportunity and a power for good, which if 
it yield a needful benefit to the rich, shall yield a 
larger benefit to the poor in various ways. In a 
word, Beloved, were my prayers granted, this build- 
ing from which we mournfully retire to-day, should 
be replaced by another, majestic in aspect, noble in 
architecture, capacious, convenient, well-appointed, 
solid, which for ages should bear the name of the 
disciple St. Thomas, and for ages bring honor to the 
Name of Christ, his Master and ours. 

That prayer, Beloved, is granted this day. By the 
unspeakable mercy of God, we are permitted to enter 
such a building — majestic, capacious, convenient, 
solid. Peace be within these walls ! Holy Savioub ! 
record Thy name here. Divine Comforter ! diffuse 
Thy quickening power. Oh, God Triune, Father, 
Son and Holt Ghost, accept our offering to Thine 
eternal glory, and the good of redeemed souls ! May 
generations come hither to see where Jesus dwells and 
tarry to adore Him. 
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At an hour like this, nothing bnt the spirit of 
thankfulness and acknowledgement should prevail. 
In the midst of issues like these, it would be idle 
to look back, and recount the difficulties, the ob- 
stacles, the hindrances, the heartaches of the way. 
We have reached home ; that is enough. The journey 
is ended. What if it were long and devious ? The 
voyage is over. What if there were frowning clouds in 
the sky, and huge, overwhelming billows sweeping the 
face of the deep % We have come to the haven where 
we would be. God be praised ! Oh, Friends, we too 
often move along, panting and breathless, under the 
weight of our little enterprises and efforts for God, 
when our lips should be full of songs. What are our 
trials ? what are our sacrifices 1 what are our hard- 
ships? They are child's play — the mimicry of real 
tribulation ! I thank God, that we have thought fit to 
surround ourselves in this sacred place, with the pic- 
tured figures and the statues of Prophets and Apostles 
and Holy Saints, that we may realize by comparison, 
what an easy lot is ours, how little in it there is of the 
rack or the dungeon or the cross. 

And yet, dear Brethren, while ref using to look back 
upon the ruggedness of the way, I must look back in 
thankful mention of those who have kept me com- 
pany. To the remnant of the Tribe, to the Life-guard 
of old St Thomas' , who have followed their Pastor 
from place to place, from year to year, from one mount 
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of vision to another, I am bound by ties, the strength 
of which no words can express. 

To the Wardens and Vestry, who in matters of 
consultation and secular action and agreement, have 
held up my hands, I tender an acknowledgment 
this day, as full as it is hearty and sincere. It is a 
blessed reflection, at this moment, that we have not 
fallen out by the way. Entertaining, at times, diverse 
methods and views, and convictions, from first to last 
there has not been a ripple of discord, nor a root of 
bitterness, and, with the exception of such vacancies as 
death has created, the Vestry remains to-day as at the 
old church, before her dissolution. 

To the Building Committee, put in special charge of 
this work, to each and all of them, I have been placed 
under obligations never to be forgotten, for a reason- 
able and generous consideration of every point, either 
as to precise construction, or requisite expense. There 
has been the utmost freedom and independency of 
opinion, but no jealous thwarting, no determined front 
of opposition — nothing but concession and mutual 
respect. To the Chairman of this Committee* there 
belongs a distinguishing reference, which I cannot 
omit, and which I am sure will not be deemed invid- 
ious by his associates. His entire and unfaltering 
devotion to this work, involving on his part, not only 
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time and daily oversight, but financial readiness and 
patient attention to details, have given him a special 
claim to our gratitude and honorable consideration, 
and signalized him as the trusty friend of the new 
church, even, as he was ever known to be, of the 
old. 

To the Architect of this church,* I am glad to tender 
the thanks and the unqualified satisfaction of those I 
represent this day. As if premonished that it might 
be the last great work of his advanced and venerable 
years, he has given to it the ripest and best considered 
studies of his life. He has surrendered himself to this 
structure — his genius, his supervision, his careful direc- 
tion, both of the massive and the minute, of the solid 
and decorative, have been thoroughly concentrated 
here, and have brought out a result which utters his 
praises and confirms his eminent reputation, a thou- 
sand-fold louder than the Preacher' s voice. 

But not to the Architect alone ; to the contractors and 
master-builders, and the workmen, who have been 
pledged to the right construction of this building, to its 
thoroughness and honesty, would I award a high com- 
mendation. I have watched them through winter and 
summer, and am more than willing to testify that they 
have done well. I have learned to respect them, and 
through them, to reverence the dignity of labor. 



* Richard Upjohn, Esq. 
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When they depart hence may the blessing of God go 
with them ! 

One other function and office in this church deserves 
mention, and one other name should be added to the 
roll of honor. I will not attempt to compute the ad- 
vantage which this Parish has derived during the 
years of our wanderings, and during the progress of 
our church, from the faithfulness, intelligence and 
high character of the Sexton and Collector.* If the 
position be an humble one, he has adorned and en- 
nobled it, and the Rector with whom he has been 
associated for thirteen years, claims the privilege of 
paying him this tribute. 

Forgive, dear Friends, these personal references and 
allusions to our own family and household. Were it 
the great Consecration Day of the Church, they might 
seem to fall below the dignity of the occasion ; but 
this is the joyful hour of greeting and reunion, and I 
bless God for the freedom of utterance which it al- 
lows. 

In concluding this discourse, I must be permitted to 
cast a single glance forward toward the future of this 
Church. It is a thought of oppressive solemnity that 
this is the first religious Service of an untold series 
which shall be solemnized in this House of God. We 
begin to-day the unfolding of a Parochial record and 
history, the character and issues of which no man can 
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measure. An influence will proceed henceforth from 
this shrine and dwelling place of Jesus, which must 
tell upon interests which are imperishable — upon des- 
tinies and allotments which reach beyond the stars. 
How does it behoove us, beloved Brethren of my 
charge, to invoke earnestly the Divine direction, and 
shape the beginnings of our worship and our Parochial 
character in such wise, as shall tend most to activity, 
unity and advancement in the life Divine — as shall 
build up the Church of God, and edify its members. 
Some of you may recollect that, in leaving the old 
Church, I took occasion to speak of the conservative 
character which the Parish had maintained from the 
beginning. I felt at liberty to say that, in its Pastoral 
administration, in the celebration of Divine worship, 
in the tone of its pulpit ministrations, there had been 
a sober and dignified adherence to the old paths of the 
Church, to her wisest and safest traditions, and to 
those doctrinal standards, which lie above the en- 
tanglements of sections and parties, and extremes, in 
the clear light of accepted Catholic truth. Novelties 
have found no favor in this Sanctuary, either in Ser- 
vice or discourse, nor any of those startling exaggera- 
tions which, without altering a word of our Liturgy, 
make it altogether a different thing in its spirit and 
effect to the sober minded Churchman; and thus from 
year to year, through all its successive Pastorates, 
without sensations, without attempts at ecclesias- 
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tical parade or effect, without any ridiculous imi- 
tation of obsolete or popish usage, without cater- 
ing to the tastes of the frivolous or the restless, the 
worship of God and the proclamation of the truth, as 
it is in Jesus, have been enjoyed in their simplicity 
and their integrity. Dear Brethren, my prayer to God 
is, that these elements of soundness and stability may 
be perpetuated in our Parish and be its distinguishing 
characteristic, and its glory, so long as this Temple 
shall stand and so long as redeemed men in their 
generations shall assemble in its courts. Help us, 
Holy Father, to do such things as shall please Thee, 
and to avoid whatever may offend Thee. Make us to 
have a right judgment in all things, that in all our 
works begun, continued and ended in Thee, we may 
glorify Thy Holy Name, aud finally by Thy mercy ob- 
tain everlasting life through Jesus Christ our Lord. 



APPENDIX. 



ounding of S. Thomas' Church. 



Extracts from the Parish Register and other Records. 



Founding of S. Thomas' Church. 

Extracts from the Parish Register and other Records. 



"On Sunday evening, 12th October, 1823 (notice having'pre- 
viously been given thereof in some of the public papers), Divine 
Service, according to the Liturgy of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church, was performed for the first time in the large room on 
the second floor of the house, No. 440 Broome Street, corner 
of Broadway, by the Rev. Dr. Wainwright, nearly all of the 
Episcopal Clergy of the city being present; after which a Sermon 
was preached by the Rev. Cornelius R. Duffle, from the 2d v. of 
the 87th Psalm : ' The Lord lovetli the gates of Zion more than 
all the dwellings of Jacob.' " 

Prom that time forward, Service continued to be regularly 
performed on Sunday, morning and evening, and for part of the 
time on Thursday evenings also ; collections being received on 
each occasion to defray the expenses of rent, etc. ; Mr. Richard 
Oakley acting as Treasurer. 

On the 4th of December, 1823, agreeably to public notice 
signed by Isaac Lawrence, Murray Hoffman, and Richard 
Oakley, a meeting of persons friendly to the establishment of 
a Church in communion with the Protestant Episcopal Church 
in the State of New York, was held in the room appropriated 
to public worship, corner of Broadway and Broome Street. At 
this meeting Isaac Lawrence, Esq., presided, and Murray Hoff- 
man, Esq., was appointed Secretary. It was then Resolved — 
That the Rev. C. R. Duffie be requested to announce during 
Morning Service, for two successive Sundays previous to the 
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25th of December, that an election would take place on that 
day, immediately after Divine Service, for choosing two War- 
dens and eight Vestrymen. It was also Resolved — That, on 
the same day, an Incorporation of a Church should be made 
under the Statute in that case provided. The required notice 
was given on the 14th and 21st of December. 

On the 25th December, 1823, immediately after Divine Ser- 
vice, a meeting was held. David R. Lambert, Esq., was ap- 
pointed Chairman, and Murray Hoffman, Esq., Secretary; 
Richard Oakley and William Beach Lawrence, Esqs., Inspec- 
tors. An election then took place, and the following gentle- 
men were chosen: 



At this meeting it was furthermore unanimously Resolved — 
That the name or title by which the Church and Congregation 
now organized should be known in law, is St. Thomas's Church, 
in the City and County of New York. A certificate of the 
above was acknowledged before John T. Irving, Esq., First 
Judge of the Court of Common Pleas, and is recorded in the 
office of the Register, in Liber I. of Religious Incorporations, 
page 122, the 9th of January, 1824. 



ISAAC LAWRENCE, 
THOMAS M. HUNTINGTON, 




DAVID HADDEN, 
JOHN DUER, 

WILLIAM B. LAWRENCE, 
RICHARD OAKLEY, 
JOHN J. LAMBERT, 
CHARLES KING, 
MURRAY HOFFMAN, 



WILLIAM B. ASTOR. 
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Caging of tl)c (Horncr-Stone 

OF 

S. Thomas' Church, 

Corner of Broadway and Houston Street, 
July ajtt, 1824. 



" Encouraged by the liberal assistance of several individuals, 
in addition to their own subscriptions, the Vestry deter- 
mined to procure ground, and to erect an edifice for public 
worship. 

The site at the corner of Broadway and Houston Street 
(forming seven lots, and extending through to Mercer Street), 
being thought most eligible, was accordingly purchased; and, 
with a view to aid meeting the cost, part of the ground was 
laid off for family vaults, a number of which have been already 
built and disposed of. 

The Vestry having adopted a plan of a Church, designed by 
the Rev. Professor M'Vickar, of Co umbia College, and having 
made their arrangements for building, gave notice of their in- 
tention to lay the Corner-stone of the new church, on Tuesday 
afternoon, the 27th July, 1824. 

The annual commencement of the General Theological Semi- 
nary of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the United States 
having called together many of the clergy from different parts 
of the Union, they were invited to be present; and the Vestry 
had the satisfaction to see, in addition to the clergy of our own 



city and its vicinity, many from the Eastern and Southern 
States, including the Right Rev. the Bishops of Pennsylvania., 
Maryland, New Jersey, and Connecticut,* the senior of whom, 
the Right Rev. Bishop White, of Pennsylvania, agreeably to 
the desire of the Vestry, had consented to perform the cere- 
mony. At six o'clock in the evening of the day appointed, a 
procession was formed from the room occupied for Divine Ser- 
vice, in the following order : 

Sije Sexton Searing a 2Lea&en 3Sorf iutenireif to fie aqjositeir tn tfie 
Corner^Stone. 
JSuillrers, 
ffifie 3Suittring Committee. 
Members of tfie Congregation, 
fflffifaraens anir Vestries of otfier Cfiurcftes, 
SSJarttens anir Vzstv$ of a. Sfiomas' Cfiurefi. 
Stu&ents of tfie ©feneral Sfieological Seminars.* 
professors of tfie same. 
CM&eKSr. 

©JFjFHCK&EJJHCf a8£S3^©33, accomjjanieiJ fin tfie 3&3ECE©3&. 

On arriving at the ground, the procession opened, and the Bish- 
ops having passed through, took the seats prepared for them on 
an elevated platform, the clergy and others occupying the space 
excavated for the foundation of the Church, and a very respect- 
able concourse of attentive spectators being ranged on the sur- 



* The Right Rev. Drs. White, Croes, Kemp, and Brownell. 
t In this Box were placed: 

" A Bible, in token that this Church is built on the Truth revealed by God: 
" A Prayer Book, as a testimony that this Church is built on a pure Faith and 
a spiritual worship: 

"Pastoral Letters of the House of Bishops, and Charges of the Bishop of 
this Diocese, in acknowledgment of the Afiostolic Ministry on which this Church is 

built: 

"Also, a brief statement of the affairs of this Church, in humble gratitude to the 
Providence who hitherto had helped us." 
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rounding banks. The officiating Bishop then commenced the 
Service, with the following 

Brethren, 

We are assembled, to lay the first stone of a 
building, intended, if God should prosper the undertaking, to 
be hereafter consecrated agreeably to the form provided by our 
Church, and to be thus set apart exclusively to the duties of 
devotion, and to religious instruction and incitement. Although 
the Church has not provided a ceremonial for the initiatory act 
to be performed on this occasion, yet we may humbly hope that 
it will be acceptable to the Great Being "Who dwelleth not in 
temples made with hands, but has vouchsafed His blessing on 
.undertakings of this description, by making them a mean of the 
advancement of the glory of His great name. 

To him who addresses you, it is highly gratifying to antici- 
pate the erection of another building for the worship of 
Almighty God, agreeably to the institutions of our Church; 
not, however, without its being a subject of regret, that he 
does not meet the Right Rev. Brother in whose province it 
would have fallen, had he been present, to preside on the occa- 
sion. But we look forward with hope in the good providence 
of God for a return to the active duties of the diocese, and 
in particular, to the consecrating of the building now to be 
begun. 

It would be an error to suppose that we annex the idea of 
sanctity to the materials of which houses for Divine worship 
are composed. Further, we entertain no doubt that prayer and 
praise sent up by devout hearts from houses opened to the or- 
dinary business of the world, and not resorted to for the sus- 
taining of error, or from the love of change, are as acceptable 
to the Almighty Father as when they ascend from the hal- 
lowed enclosure of a sanctuary. But we contemplate a pro- 
perty of human nature, creating an ideal association between 
place and the purpose to which it is set apart; so that devout 
sensibilities are favored by the presence of material objects 



which have customarily surrounded us when assembled for the 
hearing of (rod's Holy Word, for the celebrating of His blessed 
sacraments, for the .offering of the sacrifices of prayer and 
thanksgiving and for the performance of all other sacred 
offices. 

It is in accommodation to this law of association that we set 
apart houses for religious exercises, and for what immediately 
relates to them. If any should imagine that more than this is 
comprehended under the name of consecration, they mistake 
the meaning of the word as established by use — the law of 
language ; * and that nothing more is understood by the term 
in the appropriate service of the Church, may be learned by a 
perusal of it. Hitherto, no part of it, so far as is here known, 
has been pronounced by any to be superstitious or unevan- 
gelical. 

It may be hoped, from the respectable company assembled on 
the occasion, that all present feel an interest in the work to be 
begun; and, accordingly, that it will be favored by their aids; 
as well by their prayers, as by pecuniary contributions accord- 
ing to their several ability, and by their recommendations 
within their several spheres of influence. It must be obvious 
to all, how great is the disproportion between the increased 
population of our country and the increase of places of wor- 
ship for their accommodation. If civil order and decency of 
behavior were the only matters in question, they ought to be 
powerful excitements. Butf we may hope that there will be a 
higher motive in the consideration, that the persons to be bene- 
fitted are designed for a never-ending state of being, in which 
their happiness or misery will be dependent on the 'things 
done in the body.' 

That the intended building may contribute eminently to their 
temporal and their eternal interests, let us invoke the blessing 
of Almighty God to that effect." 

Then followed the Lord's Prayer and several appropriate 
Collects, together with the Minor Benediction. 



* See the most approved Dictionaries for the sense of the word, which they define 
u a rule or ceremony dedicatory to the service of God." 
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After which the officiating Bishop descended from the 
platform and proceeded to the Corner-stone,* accompanied by 
the other Bishops ; and the Box being placed in a cavity made 
to receive it, he pronounced the words : 

" ©tijtx foimirsttoHs can no man laj tjjan tfjat is laitt, 
tojlicj is 51ES5SS ffiJijailESE." 

Striking the Stone three times : 

" Kn tfje Wame of tfjc JFat&er anir of tfje Son, an& of 
tfje ?§o!s ffiiiost. 

The same ceremony was likewise performed by the other 
Right Rev. Bishops. 

Having resumed their seats, the Rector of the Church, stand- 
ing in the place before occupied by the Officiating Bishop, de- 
livered the following. 

The annexed Extracts are from the Rector s address. 
$ " * * * * * * # 

Among those circumstances which will long and agreeably 
occupy our reflections in looking back to the event of this day, 



* The following is the inscription on the Corner-stone : 

St. Thomas' Church, 

Incorporated XXV December, MDCCCXXIII. 

REV. CORNELIUS R. DUFFIE, Rector. 
Isaac Lawrence, David Hadden, Wardens. 
Vestrymen — John Duer, Chas. King, John James Lambert, William Beach 
Lawrence, Richard Oakley, Murray Hoffman, Benjamin 
M. Brown, John Smyth Rogers. 
Plan designed by 
Rev. Professor M'Vicker, Col. Coll., N. Y. 
Geer and Riley and Joseph Tucker, Builders. 
This Corner-Stone was laid XXVII July, MDCCCXXIV (The Right Rev. Bishop 
Hobart being then absent in Europe), by the Right Rev. William White, 
D.D., Bishop of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the 
Diocese of Pennsylvania. 



it will not be the least gratifying that so many of our Fathers in 
the Gospel have, by their presence and assistance, given interest 
to the scene. 

One, indeed, there is, who though absent from our view, 
cannot on such an occasion be absent from our thoughts; but 
his heart will rejoice with us in the commencement of our 
labors, and his hands, we hope, will crown their termination. 
To him, as to us, it will be subject of high gratulation 
that we have been encouraged by such favorable auspices, and 
especially that we have been animated by the Benediction of 
the venerable Father of the Episcopate in this country — of him 
"whose praise is in all the Churches," and to whom God has 
given so long, so useful, and so honorable a life. * * 
On the Corner-stone which has been laid, there will soon 
arise a temple dedicated to the Lord. 

Long may He spare the members of this infant congrega- 
tion to enter into His gates with thanksgiving, and into His 
courts with praise. Long may they be spared to serve and to 
glorify the God of their fathers, and to train up in His fear 
their households and their children; and, worshipping the Lord 
in the beauty of holiness, in the temple which they shall have 
builded to His name, enjoy, in the commuuion of His presence, 
a rich reward for their liberality and their zeal. 

But not to themselves shall the benefit of those labors be 
confined.— When they have "gone the way of all the earth," 
— when "the places which know them shall know them no 
more"— other generations will rise up, and, beholding this me- 
morial of their pious care, shall " call them blessed." In other 
and far distant years, when we shall have gone back to earth, 
to ashes, and to dust — when all this living congregation shall 
form an assembly of the departed, a congregation of the dead ; 
when other men shall occupy our habitations, and walk our 
streets — then shall this house remain a blessing to their times, 
and God shall still be worshiped here. Hither shall successive 
generations come "to give thanks unto the Lord, to call upon 
His name, to make known His deeds among the people." 

The thought that we are aiding to effect such extensive and 
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lasting good, should give impulse to our efforts, and furnish a 
motive for steady perseverance. Let us often reflect that, in 
erecting this building, we are engaged in a work, the benefits 
of which are to outlive ourselves. That, while the ordinary 
actions in which we employ our lives shall soon be forgotten — 
while the worldly occupations which to-day seem important, 
shall to-morrow appear to have been unworthy of our regard; 
while the anxious cares or fruitless expectations which every 
day fill our waking thoughts, and which furnish the material 
for our nightly dreams, shall, like those dreams, soon pass 
away— this object of our exertions shall have a permament and 
a beneficial duration — this fabric shall continue to be an orna- 
ment and a blessing, when its founders themselves shall be for- 
gotten. 

"The address being concluded, the Officiating Bishop dis- 
missed the people, pronouncing the benediction. 

The Church is to be built of stone, in the Gothic style, 62 
feet wide, and 100 in depth, including two towers, to project 
12 feet from the front of the building." 



©f)e Corner Stone of tl)c HXtw Stomas'. 



The Corner Stone was laid Oct. 14th, 1868, by the Et. Eev. 
Horatio Potter, D.D., LL.D. , D.C.L., Oxon., Bishop of the 
Diocese — and carved upon it, was the inscription — the legend 
in Greek letters — Jesus Christ Himself being the Chief Corner 
Stone. 

Contents of the Box: 

THE HOLY BIBLE, IN TOKEN THAT THIS CHUCH IS BUILT ON THE 

TRUTH, REVEALED BY GOD. 
A BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER, AS A TESTIMONY THAT THIS 
CHURCH IS BUILT ON A PURE FAITH 
AND SPIRITUAL WORSHIP. 
THE PASTORAL LETTERS OF THE HOUSE OF BISHOPS AND 
CHARGES OF THE BISHOP OF THE DIOCESE, IN ACKNOWL- 
EDGMENT OF THE APOSTOLIC MINISTRY ON 
WHICH THIS CHURCH IS BUILT. 
THREE SERMONS BY THE RECTOR, RELATING TO THE PAST HIS- 
TORY OF ST. THOMAS' CHURCH, AND ITS ESTAB- 
LISHMENT ON THIS FOUNDATION. 
JOURNAL AND DIGEST OF THE GEN. CONVENTION OF THE PROT. 
EPISC. CHURCH, 1865. 
JOURNAL OF THE DIOCESAN CONVENTION 1867-8. 
AMERICAN QUARTERLY CHURCH REVIEW. 
THE SEVENTEENTH ANNUAL REPORT OF NEW YORK PROT. 
EPISC. CITY MISSION SOCIETY. 
CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS OF ST. THOMAS' ASSOCIATION FOR 
PARISH WORK. 
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FIFTY-SEVENTH REPORT OF THE NEW YORK BIBLE AND 
COMMON PRAYER BOOK SOCIETY. 
CHURCH ALMANACK. 
CHURCH JOURNAL. 
THE CHURCHMAN. 
THE NEW YORK TIMES. 
THE NEW YORK TRIBUNE. 
THE NEW YORK HERALD. 
THE NEW YORK EVENING- POST. 

THE ELEVENTH ANNUAL REPORT OF THE BOARD OF COMMIS- 
SIONERS OF THE CENTRAL PARK. 

The Corner Stone of the Old Church, laid in 1823, is relaid 
here, and imbedded with the Corner Stone of the New, thus 
blending the memories and associations of the past with the 
living interests of the present. 

On the occasion of this solemnity, there were present, besides 
the Bishop of the Diocese, Bps. Quintard of Tennessee, Whip- 
ple of Minnesota, Randall of Colorado, together with a large 
company of the clergy and laity. At the close of the ceremo- 
nial, addresses were made by Bishops Quintard and Potter, and 
by the Dean of Nova Scotia, after which the Gloria in Excelsis 
was sung and the great assemblage dismissed with the Benedic- 
tion. 



<&l)e New (Hburcl). 



Clergy, Officers, etc., of the Corporation at 
the Opening of the New Church. 



CLERGY. 

Sector. 

The Rev. William F. Morgan, D.D. 

Assistant Minister. 
The Rev. John Brainerd Morgan, M.A., 

The Rev. J. B. C. Beaubien, 

Minister in charge of the Good Shepherd Mission, S. Thomnh' Church. 

Wardens. 
Lyman Denison, 
Edward M. Willett. 

Vestrymen. 

George C. Collins, Daniel T. Hoag, 

Blihu L. Mix, Treasurer, George Kemp, 
John Tappin, John H. Watson, 

John S. Williams, Allan J. Cuming, Clerk. 

Building Committee. 
William F. Morgan, John S. Williams, 

George C. Collins, Daniel T. Hoag. 

Architect. 
Richard Upjohn. 
Collector and Sexton. 
Benjamin W. Williams. 
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Clergy, Officers, etc., of the Corporation at 



the Present Time — 1882. 



The Rev. William P. Morgan, D.D., 



The Rev. Alexander Mackay-Smith, 
Minister in-Charge of St. Thomas'' Chapel, 
The Rev. Robert Lowry, 

Wardens. 
Daniel T. Hoag. 
George MacCulloch Miller. 



Rector, 



Assistant Minister. 



Vestrymen. 



John H. Watson, 
James G. Fargo, 
William H. Lee, 
Jacob Halsted, 



Robert S. Hone, 
Charles Short, LL.D., 
Henry H. Cook, 
Joseph W. Harper, 



James C. Fargo, Treasurer. 
John H. Watson, Clerk, 



Benjamin W. Williams, Sexton and Collector. 



5EJ>e ©Ijaitcel. 

The entire cost of decorating the Chancel of St. Thomas' 
including the cartoons of the Resurrection, and the alto 
relievo, of Angels contemplating the Cross, was assumed by Mr. 
Charles H. Housman, a member of the parish, and tendered to 
the Corporation as a memorial to his mother, Mrs. Sarah A. 
Housman. The artists employed upon this noble work were 
Messrs. John La Farge and Augustus St. Gaudens. 

The angelic figures in the organ arches were also ordered by 
Mr. Housman, and executed by Mr. LaFarge. 

The organ has been entirely rebuilt by Mr. Hilborne L. 
Roosevelt. Many additions are yet to be made and when 
finished it will be one of the largest and most complete instru- 
ments in the world; having four manuals (Great, Swell, Choir 
and Solo Organs) and a Pedal Organ of Grand power and 
variety including the 32 feet open diapason. It will contain 
3612 pipes, 55 sounding stops, 10 couplers, 6 combination pedals, 
and 11 accessories, also every modern appliance in the machin- 
ery of manipulation. 

From the opening of St. Thomas' to the present time, the 
musical department has been entrusted to the direction of Mr. 
George William Warren, whose skill and untiring devotion, not 
only in the training of a large choir, but in the general instruc- 
tion of the young, have secured for him universal esteem, and 
given to the music of the Church, a marked celebrity for im- 
pressiveness and effect. 

The Chime of Bells, manufactured by Meneely & Co. of West 
Troy, was placed in the Church Tower by Mr. Thomas W. Wal- 
ter, as a memorial to his parents, at a cost of $6000. 

The Cross surmounting the Tower, the richly carved Lectern 
the silver Alms Bason, the pendent cover to the Font, and ten 
of the stained glass windows are also Memorial gifts. 
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iSltmstcrs t'n OTjarse ot j®t. gliomas' Mvn 
ffifijapcl. 

Rev. Frederick Sill, 
' ' Ralph Hoyt, 
" J. B. C. Beaubien, 
" J. J. Roberts, D.D. 
" Robert Lowry. 

Assistant iaEltittsters Mutiny ttft present 

Rev. Nathaniel S. Richardson, D.D., 

" John Fred. Butterworth, 

" John Brainerd Morgan, 

" Christopher B. Wyatt, D.D., 

" Frank L. Norton, 

" Joseph F. Jowett, 

" Mytton Maury, D.D., 

" John Anketell, 

" Frederick Courtney, D.D., 

" Alexander Mackay-Smith. 

4- 

^•arotljial Stents. 

Reported to the Bishop Sept., 1881., for year Preceding. 



Families within the parish 458 

Baptisms " " " , 76 

Confirmed " " " 78 

Marriages " " " 33 

Burials " " " 57 



Total number of young persons instructed in the Parish, 
between seven and eight hundred. 

Communicants within the Parish, about 1000; Offerings and 
Contributions for Local and General Objects, $62,120.68; Rev 
enue from Pews, $45,500.00. 



^ntetjolcnt ^octettrs, ttt. 

Association for Parish Work; Association for the Employment 
of the Industrious Poor; Ladies' Missionary Association; Young 
Ladies' Foreign Missionary Society ; Young Ladies' Sewing 
Society for Indian Missions ; Industrial School of St. Thomas' 
Chapel; Helping Hand Association of St. Thomas' Church. 

+ 

Boisseau Legacy for Shoes; Parsons Fund for Poor Children 
Henry Keep Flower Memorial Fund, for Poor of the Parish; 
Employment Society Fund for Distribution of Coal. 

SEIjr Sentf=tfrententtial Jutilet. 

The Serai-Centennial Jubilee of St. Thomas' was held Deo. 28th 
1873 (Holy Innocents' Day). A vast congregation was assembled. 
Morning Prayer was read by the Rector and the Assistant 
Minister. The Ante-Communion Service was read by the Rt. 
Rev. the Bishop of the Diocese, the Rev. Samuel Osgood D.D., 
LL.D., and the Rector. The Jubilee Sermon was delivered by 
Bishop Odenheimer, of New Jersey, his subject being the 
' ' Open Door. " It was a vigorous and eloquent review of the 
good record of the parish, and a hopeful, urgent plea for fidelity 
in the years to come. 



0t. Nomas' Cljapel. 

The Corner Stone of this Chapel on East 60th Street, was 
laid by the Bishop of the Diocese, on the 4th day of October, 
1872, and the edifice was consecrated Saturday, December 21st, 
1872, the Feast of St. Thomas, the Apostle. The cost of land 
and construction was $35,000, all of which was raised previous to 
the opening of the Chapel. The credit of this most excellent 
missionary effort belongs largely to the St. Thomas Association 
for Parish Work, and in his noble Consecration Sermon, the 
Bishop recognizes their earnest spirit and efficiency in the fol- 
lowing words: "That is the blessed work which the Young 
Men's Association of St. Thomas' Church have done, and are 
about to do for all this quarter of the city. They bring hither 
the means of grace; they set up here the house of the Lord, and 
they make this the centre of works of love and mercy, which 
shall carry blessings year after year to many hearts — to many 
desolate places, which need them much. Here in the Church, 
here in the Sunday-school, and abroad in the streets and lanes 
of the surrounding region, your faithful pastor, your loving lay 
helpers, your devoted visitors will speak and teach and minister 
for our dear Lord." 

* 

German ^ctnce. 

The Rev. Roland E. Gfrueber has been appointed to assist 
the Rev. Mr. Lowry on the afternoon of every Sunday, and 
supply a full German Service at the Chapel. The neighborhood 
is populous with emigrants from the Fatherland, and these ser- 
vices promise to be most useful. 

+ 

A Lady Bible Reader and Visitor renders efficient aid to the 
Minister in Charge of St. Thomas' Chapel, and the Ladies ot 
the Benevolent Associations. 



St. Nomas' iljousc, 



9fn ti)c Hear ot St. ffiiiomas' ffiijaprl, 3B. 5gti| St. 

The lots on which this house stands, were secured and paid 
for through the vigorous efforts of the St. Thomas Association. 
Members of the parish subscribed liberally, and a memorial 
offering of four thousand dollars "was received from James C. 
Fargo, Esq., Treasurer of the Parish. The means for the erec- 
tion of St. Thomas' House were entirely supplied by the Hon. 
and Mrs. Roswell P. Flower, as a memorial of their only son, 
deceased, Henry Keep Flower. The sum bestowed for this sa- 
cred purpose was $40,000. The architect was Charles C. Haight, 
Esq. 



Hectors of 0. Stomas' Cljuvct). 



i. 

The Rev. CORNELIUS R. DUFFIE, D.D., 
From the foundation of the Church, December, 1823, to his death, in August, 1S27, 

ir. . , . 

The Rev. GEORGE UPFOLD, M.D.. D.D., 
Afterward Bishop of Indiana, March, 1828, to his resignation, August, T831. 

III. 

The Rev. FRANCIS L. HAWKS. D.D., 

December, i83r, to his resignation, October, 

IV. 

The Rev. HENRY J. WHITEHOUSE D.D., 

Elected Rector December, 1843 (entering on his duties the succeeding Easter), 
until his resignation to accept the Bishopric of Illinois, in Nov. 1851. 



The Rev. EDMUND NEVILLE, D.D., 
July, 1852, to his resignation, August, 1856. 

VI. 

The Rev. WILLIAM F. MORGAN, D.D.; 

Elected Rector January, 1857, entering upon his duties on the First Sunday 
in Match of the same year. 



Date Loaned 
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